
Gathering again; the Immanuel Roadmap

RETURNING TO LIMITED GATHERING, SUNDAY 16TH AUGUST

10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments came 

forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to 

the directions of David king of Israel.

11 And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, "For he is good, for his steadfast love

endures forever toward Israel." And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the LORD, 

because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 

12 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, 

wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud 

for joy,

13 so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people's 

weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away. - Ezra 3:10-13

This passage from the book of Ezra has been fixed in my mind and heart. The people were back from exile. 

They were rebuilding their sense of identity, of community, of place. Significantly the temple was being 

rebuilt, the centerpiece of their worship which had been laid waste. They had a long and difficult experience 

up til this point, a season of displacement and pain. To see the foundations of the replacement temple go 

down was immensely significant, a poignant and deeply symbolic moment. Yet...

Yet it just isn’t the same as it was before.

Those who had nothing to compare it to shout for joy and dance. Those who remember the original cry their 

eyes out. The noises become blurred, joy and tears mingle into the one sound reverberating into the 

distance.

There is a resumption of a worshipping gathered community. There is a mixed response. Some sing, some 

cry, some know no different, some grieve what they once had. To the old guard it just isn’t the same, it’s 

disappointing. That must have cut deeply after all they’d been through. No doubt they had hoped for so much

more. They were right to do so. The temple was never an end in itself but a signpost to something so much 

greater. There was learning in that disappointment.

We are a bit like them at the moment-longing to gather as a community...but it just isn’t going to be like it was

before, not for some time at least. This passage has been in my mind so much because I know there is a 

longing to get back to meeting together, to gathering as a community but it just isn’t going to be like it was 

before.

Of course Immanuel on a Sunday gathering is not the same as the rebuilding of the temple-all that the 

temple symbolised is fulfilled in the gospel of Jesus and the Spirit who dwells in us-but what resonates is that

sense of disappointment on the other side of a long struggle, a wrestling with things being different, lesser 

upon returning. 

I know some of us can’t get back to meeting soon enough, some of us feel we must stay away, some of us 

are quite content with Facebook live! 



All of us have had different experiences of lockdown, different expectations of returning to gathering, but all 

of us will be disappointed in some way with how we must structure our return to meeting together. Our 

memories are fresh enough that we will all be like the old men in this account from Ezra, remembering the 

original and I think we will be sad that it’s not the same! But we will be learn in that disappointment, gaining a

greater appreciation for the community we have, a deeper desire to find our joy in the gospel and a fuller 

grasp of the need to hope for so much more than present circumstances can ever provide-to be with Jesus 

face to face in a renewed world.

Our leadership team (Vestry) have met together and agreed a way we can begin meeting again based on the

information we currently have available to us. We want everyone to know what to expect, and perhaps be 

less disappointed as we wok together toward a safe return. Lord willing, we are moving forward as follows; 

Informal Outside Gatherings

Picnics in public parks so we can at least see each other face to face, with venues, dates and times to be 

sent in advance. We will give guidelines for how we interact at these events to minimise health risks.  

Sunday 12th, 19th, 26th July & August 2nd

Pre-recorded services posted to YouTube. Four devotional talks on Psalm 63 with short content for the kids, 

readings and prayers from others in church family. No i-Kids Zoom, no post sermon Zoom gathering either.

Kieron & Ruth on holiday 

Sunday August 9th

Livestream a shorter service from the church building with skeleton crew only. No congregation or visitors. 

Times and details will be sent in advance. 

Sunday August 16th

First smaller gathering back in the building which will also be livestreamed-what to expect if attending will be 

communicated early August.

Roadmap Reasoning

Sunday 16th of August?! But that’s ages away! I understand that may be your reaction. Here are our reasons

for choosing this particular course of action. 

Building issues & logistics 

Our venue in Bachelors Walk is less than ideal in terms of managing the risks during this pandemic. We want

to be realistic about that and ensure we are acting as responsibly as possible when we do open. 

Also, there is work being done in the building.  Upon your return, the room will look bigger as the offices that 

were in the ‘middle room’ have been removed as have the doors and wall that led into the main room (See 

picture below). Even with the extra space we could only have 36 people attending under the current social 

distancing rules.  With opening a little later we have more time to reconfigure the audio-visual setup for the 

larger room and we may have less constraints to manage as government guidelines change (eg if the 2 

metre distancing is reduced).

Holiday needs/summer realities



To serve you well going forward requires a break! I’m not ashamed to tell you I’m quite exhausted from 

lockdown. This has been the single longest and most intense period I’ve worked without a holiday and I have

felt the impact of that. I need to be refreshed if I am to serve you well going forward. Ruth has been working 

hard also and needs time off-side. We will have point persons for you to contact should you need! To be 

honest I am conflicted about taking a break just when we can legally re-open but taking holidays in July 

better facilitates a smooth ramp into August and beyond, and is a time when many others are on holiday 

also.  

Handling disappointment 

I know some of you are reading this and your hearts have sunk! This is not what I prefer, this isn’t what any 

of us would prefer. When we do gather again, it will not be what we had before. This is why the episode from 

Ezra has been in my mind so much. Just think of coming to Immanuel with one-third of the people you know 

all at distance from you. You can’t shake their hand, you may see a face-mask, you can’t hug, you can’t grab 

a coffee, you can’t stay and chat, you might not even be able to sing! That’s a very different gathering and we

will struggle. We want to make our gathering as joyful as we possibly can and give ourselves time to adjust 

our expectations. At this point I do not want to bombard you with the required logistics. That will come in due 

course.

I write this feeling conflicted and struggling to communicate my heart for you. I love our community in 

Immanuel and long to see us all thrive in the gospel of Jesus going forward. Please be assured of my 

prayers and desire to serve you as best I can.

In Christ, 

Kieron

 


